
 

 

Hot Air Newsletter 

Molly Jason Dale 

Dan’s early in the paint booth getting finishing touches before 
new paint goes on. 

Lots of  progress on Dan Rutka’s Car!!!! 

 Well Lots of progress has been made on Dan Rutka’s car. After hours 
and hours of sanding and body work, The finishing touched were done in 
the paint booth before the paint went on. A few of us met and did some 
Taping off the windows to get it ready for paint. I had to leave early but 
the crew finished up and got it painted. With the new engine and new 
paint. Dan will have a ride to be proud of for yrs to come. This is what a 
club is all about. Thanks to all that helped!! The club members pulled to-
gether and helped out with Money and labor to git R DUN!! 



 

 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday!! 

March 2 Tim Verthein 
           16 Ryan Yax 
              
 

Don’t forget to check out  
      our merchandise at our Club Store!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edselmotors.com/hlcahome.html 
 

 Activities and Events 
March 6th Perkins London road   6:30 Committee Meeting 7pm General membership meeting 
  

 
  

Treasurers Report 
Dec starting                                             $710.26 
Expenses          Chum Donation              200.00 
Dec Ending                                             $510.25 
Jan Starting                                            $510.00 
     Expenses                                            $194.00 
     Income Dues:                                        
       Charles Running                                20.00 
       Art Bringe                                          20.00 
       Gary Antilla                                       20.00  
        Dick Dee                                            15.00 
        Dick Eilers                                         15.00 
        John Herkenratt                               30.00 
Ending Jan                                            $558.43                                              
 
Pete Prudden Treas. 

Don’t miss our First meeting 
of the new year at Perkins 

London RD March 6th  
6:30 Committee meeting 

7:00 General Membership  

Happy  
Easter!!! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Here sit’s my 62 wagon outside in the 
cold. I have it partially stripped and hope 
to finish stripping it this spring. I have 
some work to do on the floors then the 
body work and paint. It runs great so not 
much to do there. It needs an interior so 
I’ll have to get creative there. After I 
stripped the top and trunk I noticed it has 
hail damage. Good thing I have a pal 
that does body work and has been di-
recting me on the work.  Maybe get new 
paint on it later this summer.  
Ron Thompson 

Bob’s Loadside 
Progress!!! 

 
 Jason and I have been over 
working on Bob’s loadside.  She has 
all new brake lines and brake parts. 
New suspension all around and re-
built steering box. It is going to be 
one sweet truck. I still have to finish 
building the engine for it and then 
swap out to loaner engine we in-
stalled. I picked up an engine from 
my buddy John out in Seattle last 
trip out there. It’s an early block ma-
chined out with all late model in-
nards. It was in his loadside before 
and ran it for a long time. It should 
push Bob’s rig around just fine. Not 
much left to do, The steering column 
needs to be assembled, new gas 
lines and some wiring. It WILL be 
back on the road this spring.  
Ron and Jason 

Here’s a couple of  pictures of  Dan Rutka’s Fresh paint job!!! 



 

 

Kelsey Hayes Wire Wheels 
 
 

 Bob Johnston 
 Recently I decided that I would look into restoring my set of Kelsey Hayes wire wheels that I 
have for my 63 Spyder Convertible.  I had read in the Corvair Forum that Dayton Wheel will 
restore them to “like new” or even better than new condition.  Unfortunately, that service 
comes with a $650 per wheel price tag.  Needless to say, I know of a Palomar Red Spyder that 
WON’T have wire wheels on it.   
 
 I went through some old Corvair material looking for information on the “factory” wire 
wheels to share.  This first piece was printed in the “Windmill” Issue 2, from July – August 
1971.  The “Windmill” was the original newsletter of CORSA.   
 

  

       During the 1963 model year, Kelsey-Hayes built between 2000 and 2500 13" knock-off wire 
wheels, which combined both radial and cross-laced patterns. They were called "K/H Originals," and 
were intended for the retail market. However, all of them were later sold to Chevrolet (Chevy part 
#3838280), together with lock nuts and adaptors. They were then installed in sets of five as a factory 
option, which would mean about 400-500 Corvair were delivered with these wheels as original 
equipment. 

       No wheels were sold to Chevrolet during the 1964 model year (except for some adaptors and 
nuts), so any 1964 Corvair with wire wheels used what was left over from the year before. Due to 
their poor sales, and their cost in relation to the price of a Corvair, Kelsey-Hayes discontinued them 
and destroyed the dies used to make them. One complete set though, is for sale by Mr. Noble 
Keenan of K/H. He can be reached at: Kelsey Products Division, Kelsey-Hayes Company, Romulus, 
Michigan 48174. The wheels came with rubber hammers for "knock-off" purposes and Mr. Keenan 
may still have one with his set.  

 An interesting note is the mention of the rubber hammer for removing and tightening the 
knockoffs.  I knew several people that had the wire wheels in the mid-1970’s and all of those 
sets came with lead hammers from the factory.  The wheels had adapters that bolted to the car 
in place of the original steel wheel.  The wheel then slipped on the adapter and engaged align-
ment/locking tabs to ensure the wheel did not slip or spin on the adapter.  Then, the wheel was 
secured to the adapter with a spin on “knock off” that you hit with the lead hammer to ensure it 
was tight.  Remember, this knock off was what kept the wheel on the car.  The adapters were 
“side specific” to ensure the knockoffs would not “unscrew” while driving.   

This same wheel was also made for Corvettes of the era, only in larger sizes.  The 1963 Cor-
vette used the 2 bar knockoff where the 1964 to 1966 Corvette switched to a 3 bar knockoff.  I 
still see some lead hammers available for sale, from time to time.  The knockoff spinners have 
been reproduced under license from Chevrolet.  I have purchased a couple of those and they 
look identical to the originals, only the chroming is a lot nicer.    

TECH topics 
Corvair Wire Wheels 
by: David Newell & Tony Fiore 



 

 

The Source Inc.  
source@andc.com  
858-259-3843 
http://www.thesourceparts.com 
 
Larry’s Corvair Parts 
K6RO@Earthlink.net 
310-070-9851 
www.larryscorvair.com  
 

 
 

California Corvairs 
CACorvairs@aol.com 
323 223-2775 
http://www.californiacorvairparts.com 
 
Dale Manufacturing 
3425 Fairhaven Ave N.E. 
Salem, Oregon 97303 
503-364-8685 
WWW.DaleMfg.com 
 
Clarks Corvair Parts  
400 Mohawk Trail 
Shelburne Falls, Mass 01370 
423-625-9776 
WWW.corvair.com 



 

 

Head Of the Lakes Corvair Association 
3932 E 8th st 
Superior,Wisc 54880 
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