
 

 

Hot Air Newsletter 

Molly Jason Dale 

 The cavalry has been busy this yr again. Still behind on a couple 
jobs. But we are catching up. Today Jason and I drove Charlie Runnings 
62 Coupe back to Grand Rapids. The smile on Charlie’s face told the 
whole story. It was a lot of work but it all worked out in the end. Now to fin-
ish Bob’s Loadside and make a trip up to Don Juntunen’s to look at his  
Corvair. We’ll have to check in with Gary Antilla also to see if his problem 
is fixed. Hopefully I’ll get time to get my early in that garage to fix some oil 
leaks, and get the emergency brake cable fixed. I was planning on making 
Fire and Ice but I have just too much to do and couldn’t get my car ready. 
There’s always next yr. Thank you all for your patience.!!! 
Ron and Jason 



 

 

Don’t forget to check out  
      our merchandise at our Club Store!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edselmotors.com/hlcahome.html 
 

Treasurers Report 
 

April closing                    $543.43 
 
May Opening                  $543.43 
 
May closing                     $543.43 
 
June Opening                 $543.43 
Deposits Dues & 50/50     198.00 
               Laser Cartridge   69.76 
June closing                     $632.32 

 
Thank you all who  

Submitted 
Articles  

And Pictures!!! 

 Activities and Events 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday 

 
Sept   6 Carol Bringe                    Oct 29 Paul Wortruba 
          30 Mary Murphy 
 



 

 

 TIME FOR A CHANGE 
 
 When I belonged to 2 Corvair clubs in Seattle I was the newsletter Editor for both clubs 
for a while. I was also Treasurer for both of them. I took on the Newsletter editor job when we 
started up The Head of the Lakes Corvair association, and I have totally enjoyed doing it but 
it’s time for a change. I am getting burned out. I have so many Corvair projects on my plate 
that I don’t have time to get to them all. I have an older Computer that will go with the job. All 
the programs needed to do the job are loaded on it. We also have the Club printer for printing 
it. I will help in anyway I can when someone takes the job. We will be having nominations for 
new officers in October and elections in Nov. That’s when I will be stepping down. SO 
PLEASE think about taking the job.  
 
Ron Thompson 

Dan Rutka showing off his sweet ride with Art Bringe at the Two Harbors Heritage 
days car show.  



 

 

 Charlie Running’s Engine Job 
And a reason NOT to have a Non-Corvair person work on your Corvair 

 
 
 

  
 Charlie wanted me to check over his nice little 62 coupe. He had several problems he needed looking 
at. Not long ago Charlie had a non Corvair mechanic put new Jugs and pistons in his engine and do A LOT of 
work on it. The following article is one good reason why NOT to have a non Corvair person work on your Be-
loved Corvair. 
 
  After a test drive I notice that the shift pattern is all screwed up. The first place I look is the coupling on the 
shift tube. One look and I see the problem. Whoever worked on it before Lined up the 2 grooves so it was way 
out of alignment. The little Tab that is supposed to be in the groove is flattened out. That was a quick fix and 
after another drive she shifted just fine. Now, on to the motor. First thing I did was pull the oil cooler cover to 
see how it looked. Here is a picture of what I found. 
 

           
 

            
 
  
 It looks like a dryer sheet is covering ¾ of the cooler. I removed the sheet and the top of the oil cooler is 
plugged.  I decided to pull the top shroud and see what’s going on there. On inspection I see what appeared to 
be at least one maybe 2 Blown head gaskets.   Also there was a broken spring on the Fuel pump pushrod. 



 

 

 I decide that it was time to drop the drive train and pull the heads.  After pulling the heads I see that one side 
had copper head gaskets and the other side was steel. 

         
 
I pulled #5 valves and found Teflon intake seals on both the intake and exhaust. The intake seal was broke in 2 
and left in place. 

       
 
 The rockers all looked good but 5 pushrods were trash, flat and cracked ends. 
Next I pulled the pressure plate and clutch out and see that the snout seal on the differential was shot and 
leaked grease covering the new clutch plate. One other thing I found was a stripped bolt in the top of one valve 
cover, and another on the generator adapter. The rear perimeter seal was about 50% there so I know by the 
wrapped gas lines it was getting hot. Not knowing what shape the heads were in I decided to use some 102 
heads I had that were gone thru. I put it all back together and she fired right up. Runs like a champ. Now, to 
get it back in the car. All new seals in the differential were on the menu also. Both axle seals were leaking also. 
All this repair work should have been done right the first time. 

Jason also found something that will need attention. Looking at the rear axles we noticed a couple pieces miss-
ing on one axle. This will need to be addressed also. 

              
 
 Charlie will feel like he’s driving a different car. I can wait to finish this job and take it for a test drive. 
 



 

 

Charlies job continued: 
 
 After I had it back I  the car and running Charlie called and told me he remembered that the Mechanic 
told him that his mechanic’s helper installed some rings in upside down and they left them that way. So That 
ment tearing the engine down AGAIN. I pulled both heads off in the car and pulled all the pistons and cylin-
ders out. I found 4 of the 6 center rings were installed upside down. Cylinders 2-4-6 and 5 all the rings looked 
ok, the sides were still nice and sharp. I checked with Clarks and they said hone the cylinders and throw them 
back in the RIGHT way. After cleaning up the pistons doing a quick honing on the cylinders  I put the ring 
back in the correct way. I got it all back together and after burning off the residual oil it runs great and but still 
smoking after it sits for a while. Not sure but I think it’s coming apart for new rings on the pass side pistons. .  
 
Here is couple pictures of 2 of the 4 pistons with the rings installed upside down. The dot on the ring is sup-
pose to go to the TOP of the piston. Also if you notice on the piston you can see almost all 3 ring groove are 
lined up. That’s a big no-no also. They are suppose to be staggered.  

 After getting my 2nd order from Clarks I finished up with Charlie's engine job. It runs, shifts, and 
drives like a dream.  Now just give it some time for the rings to seat themselves again and it should be just 
fine. I pulled Charlie’s old heads apart and found loose and worn valve guide, #5 being the worst. You could 
wiggle the stem in the guide. Also no stems seals on the 1-3 5 side of the engine. It’s been a huge job for my 
garage but I have to say I enjoyed EVERY minute of it.  Now to get it back to Charlie and he can enjoy driving 
his beloved Corvair again with no double clutching or oil smoke.   
 
Ron Thompson 
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List your parts or car for sale here. 
Free to members and $7.50 to non Members. Just send all the information and  I will get your ad 
in here. Send all ads to: 
Ron Thompson 
3932 E 8th ST 
Superior,Wisc 
54880 
or 
corvkid50@aol.com 

Corvair  Classyfieds 
For Sale: 
1966 Monza 140 4 speed 
Ran when parked. Stored in heated ga-
rage. 
Ray Mlaskoch 
Willow River, Mn 
218-372-3693  218-380-9922 
$3,500.00                                                    

For Sale: 1965 Corvair Corsa 4 speed 
63,000 miles 
Evening orchid VERY NICE!!! 
$6,800.00 
Art Bringe 218-7213050                                         

For Sale or Trade $1500 
From Craigslist Foxboro Wisc  
1965 4DHT 140 Auto  
Motor and tranny were rebuilt. Car is 
stripped to metal and primed. Been sit-
ting in a garage for 10 yrs. Calif car. 
Trade for cycle/sports/muscle car or ? 
Offers over a grand. . Call 715 395 0666 
and leave a message.  

 

  

FOR SALE: 
 Set of 14" Chev Motor Div wire wheel 
covers $200. NOS Turbo chrome tailpipe 
ext for a late $45; NOS Gopher re-
chrome bumper set for late $400. Used 
set of bumper guards for a late incl 
clamps & bolts, real nice $150. Set of 
two prong wire covers $125. NOS left 
front fender for an early $200; NOS rear 
body panel for an early $100; set of early 
bumper guards (very nice) $50 can't tell 
if front or rear. Vern Sundbom 
218.847.6631 

 vmsundbom@q.com 



 

 



 

 

The Source Inc.  
source@andc.com  
858-259-3843 
http://www.thesourceparts.com 
 
Larry’s Corvair Parts 
K6RO@Earthlink.net 
310-070-9851 
www.larryscorvair.com  
 

 
 

California Corvairs 
CACorvairs@aol.com 
323 223-2775 
http://www.californiacorvairparts.com 
 
Dale Manufacturing 
3425 Fairhaven Ave N.E. 
Salem, Oregon 97303 
503-364-8685 
WWW.DaleMfg.com 
 
Clarks Corvair Parts  
400 Mohawk Trail 
Shelburne Falls, Mass 01370 
423-625-9776 
WWW.corvair.com 



 

 

Head Of the Lakes Corvair Association 
3932 E 8th st 
Superior,Wisc 54880 
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